
ALL ABOUT COMPOSTING at 27/29 Germain Street 

In Chittenden County, food scraps account for nearly ONE THIRD of most people’s trash.  You can “recycle” these 

scraps by composting.  Composting conserves our precious landfill space and reduces the use of garbage truck fuel.  

We conserve our earth's precious natural resources by decreasing the workload of large-scale treatment plants.  

Compost can regenerate poor soils, suppress plant diseases and pests, reduce the need for water (helps soil retain 

water), eliminate the need for fertilizers and promote higher yields in gardens. 

Composting is the process by which microorganisms decompose organic material like food scraps and yard debris, 

producing a nutrient-rich soil amendment for your garden or house plants. 

 

COMPOST MATERIALS for the Square Bin, DAILY USE 

Rule of (green) thumb: Whenever you add food scraps to the compost bin, cover them with at least as much brown 

leaves (found in the metal trash can).  By adding needed carbon, the pile will compost more quickly and it also helps 

reduce odors. 

Nitrogen (green, wet) Carbon (dry, brown) 

vegetable & fruit scraps (remove & trash food stickers off of skins!) dead leaves 

coffee grounds & filters hay or straw*  (straw takes a long time to compost) 

tea bags (be sure to remove staples or metal from tea bags!) corn stalks 

eggshells saw dust (only from clean, unpainted & unvarnished wood) 

 human or pet hair/nail clippings 

*shred and add in small quantities 

 

COMPOST MATERIALS for the Open-Air Wire Bin 

Nitrogen (green, wet) Carbon (dry, brown) 

grass clippings hay or straw*  (straw takes a long time to compost) 

weeds corn stalks 

twigs or small branches (cut into small pieces) saw dust (only from clean, unpainted & unvarnished wood) 

*shred and add in small quantities 

 

DO NOT ADD the Following to the Compost Piles 

Any organic material will decompose, but it is a good idea not to add materials to a compost bin that will take a long 

time to decompose or that will attract animals.   

Dairy products (soy or rice milk is fine) Fatty foods, Meat (including Fish) or Bones 

Diseased plants or Pesticide Treated Plants Human or pet waste 

Treated wood Pine Needles 

Cool or wood ashes Grease or Oil 

 



 
 
Overview of Compost Bins 

The Open-Air Wire Bin is to be used ONLY for garden waste (grass clippings, weeds, small twigs and perennial bed 

waste).  Feel free to throw your UNDISEASED garden weeds in this bin.  Dawn will often use this bin when 

maintaining the yard and perennial beds. 

 

The Round Bin is used as the finish composter.  In the spring and fall any almost-finished compost from the daily bin 

can be thrown into the finish composter.  It should be turned occasionally throughout the year but otherwise requires 

no maintenance.  You should be able to harvest compost from this bin at any time of the year (using the wire lid to 

sift out the finest material).  DO NOT PUT ANY UNCOMPOSTED WASTE into this bin. 

 

The Square Bin is for DAILY USE.  Put organic waste, as listed in the charts above, in to this compost bin. 

 

How to Maintain the Pile in the Square Bin, DAILY USE 
 
The basic idea is to alternate and layer wet and dry materials in the compost bin.  This will help create 

optimal conditions for the micro-organisms that decompose organic matter.  When you add food scraps, spread them 

out evenly across the pile and add at least the same amount of dry leaves on top (from the metal trash can).  Do not 

add meat, dairy products or fatty foods.  Make sure to securely attach the lid after each use. 

The microorganisms, including bacteria, fungi, worms, and insects, will decompose the material in the compost pile.  

It’s just a matter of time.  The rate at which this process happens depends on three extra ingredients: air, water, and 



temperature.  Microorganisms are living creatures and need the right diet as well as air and water to live. To ensure 

that they have enough of both, occasionally stick a pitchfork or compost turner into various spots in the pile and 

wiggle it to open up new avenues for air and water to enter the center of the pile.  The more you do this, the faster 

the pile will turn into compost.   

 

How & When to Harvest or Transfer Compost 

SPRING: 

In the spring, the compost bin will be fairly full from winter composting activity and will need to be 

emptied for summer use.  Around the middle to end of May, before you plant anything in the vegetable garden, 

take a couple of hours to harvest compost for your garden and to transfer almost-composted material to the finish 

composter (the round bin hanging off the pole).  It’s best to do this when you’ve had a few days of dry weather.  If 

it’s been raining and the pile is wet, it’s harder to sift the material.  Here are the steps to harvest compost: 

1. Use the tabs on the side panels (near the bottom of the compost bin) to slide them up so that you can access 

the material at the bottom of the bin.  Use a small shovel to dislodge and pull out the material.  Most of the 

material should be dark brown or black and have an earthy smell (looks like dirt).    

 

  

2. Use the mesh-wire lid (lives in a space between the open-air wire bin and the finish composter) to sift the 

material.  Put the lid on top of a wheel barrel or other container large enough to catch the compost.  Shovel a 

bit of the material onto the lid and using gloved hands roll it over the wire mesh, allowing the finished 

compost to fall through.  Larger chucks, twigs or nuts that don’t fit through the screen should be returned to 

the pile for further composting.  Repeat the process until you’ve sifted through all of the brown/black material. 

 

If compost is as wet as seen in this 

photo, wait for it to dry out before 

continuing.  Dry material makes for 

easier & less messy sifting. 

You’ll have to dig and knock out the 

material at the bottom of the bin. 



3. Once you’ve retrieved as much of the brown/black material from the bottom section of the bin as possible, 

slide the side panels back down, making sure to remove any material that blocks the panel from lying flat 

against the ground (this prevents animals or pests from tampering with the compost pile).  It might not be a 

bad idea to take the panels off completely and spray them down with a hose, to clean and open up the vents 

in the panels. 

 

 

4. Take the lid off the compost bin and using a pitch fork or small shovel turn and break up the pile until it 

begins to drop in to the open areas you created at the bottom of the bin.  You may have to shovel off the top 

layer of waste in order to push down the lower layer of more composted material.  Do that by shoveling it all 

to one side of the bin, then shoveling it back after mixing (back and forth on each side) until it is all fairly 

mixed and compact (but not TOO compact – it needs air to breathe).  If there is more green/wet than 

brown/dry, or it feels really heavy, add a few dry leaves into the mix as you work.  Keep turning and breaking 

up the pile until it is small and you have enough room to add material through the entire summer (you should 

have at least a half to ¾ of the bin empty).  Put a thin layer of brown leaves on top of the pile and securely 

attach the lid.  If needed, clean the bin and the lid by spraying it all down quickly with the water hose. 

 

 

 

 

The harvested compost should look 

like this – dark, rich & crumbly. 

Put compost on one side of bin so you can push 

down the more composted material.  Switch 

sides and continue to turn/break up material. 

An almost full compost bin. 



 

 

***NOTE*** If you don’t have at least ¾ of the bin available after doing these steps, you will need 

to take some of the waste material out and add it to the round finish composter.  Before doing so, 

follow Step 5. 

Continue turning from one side to another, 

breaking up material as you go. 

Turn and break down, till the pile grows 

smaller, taking up less & less room. 

You should have this much space or 

more when done mixing the pile. 

Leaves are found in the metal 

trash can next to the open-air bin. 

**NOTE** 

While turning the compost, keep an eye on the side 

panel doors.  The pressure of the material falling 

down in to the bottom of the bin combined with 

the shoveling and turning may cause the doors to 

bulge or pop open.  If this happens, simply open the 

panel doors and shave off or remove material from 

the space so that you can slide the panel door back 

in to place, without it being pushed outward.   

You may have to do this several times through the 

process.  At the end, make sure to check that the 

doors are flat against the wall of the bin and the 

ground.   

Panel door bulging from pressure. 



 

5. Harvest finished compost from the round bin.  Grab hold of the bin and pull the top forward and toward the 

ground till you feel the contents falling forward and on to the lid.  The point is to move the contents forward 

enough that it keeps the bin lying sort of sideways, enough so that you are able to access the contents with a 

shovel when the lid is off.  Match the notched lines on top the lid to the lines on the outer edge of the bin & 

pull the lid straight off (if it sticks play with the matched lines till you feel it release).  Follow steps 1 and 2 

above (shovel & filter).  Add material from the daily bin (if necessary), throw in some leaves, close the lid and 

give the bin a couple of full turns to mix it up. 

 

 

 

6. Use the composted material you harvested in the raised bed or your potted plants. Gently incorporate some of 

the compost into the existing soil.  If you have more compost than you can use, let Dawn know of the excess 

and she will use it on the perennial beds and in the yard.  If you need more compost later in the summer, sift 

through and use material from the round finish composter. 

 

LATE FALL: 

In the fall, the compost bin will be fairly full from summer composting activity and will need to be 

emptied for winter use.  Microbes slow down considerably in cold temperatures so breakdown of the compost slows 

in the winter.  Because of this, the square daily bin fills up faster in during the winter season.  Sometime in mid to late 

October, or early November, follow Steps 1 through 4 above.  Add the harvested compost to the finish compost bin 

(giving it a turn or two to mix) or use as needed in your garden or potted plants.   

THANK YOU FOR COMPOSTING!!! 

1. Match notches and 

pull to release the 

lid. 

 

2.  Pull the bin down 

enough so that you 

can shovel out the 

contents. 

3.  Throw leaves on top of food 

of freshly turned compost piles. 

4.  To avoid a mess make sure to secure the 

lid before turning (notches shouldn’t match). 

1. 2. 

3. 4. 


